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Abstract

Introduction  This study aimed to examine the characteristics of the curriculum and analyze the curriculum

Methods

Results

Conclusion

model for teaching practice in the associate degree program, using a social interpretivist
approach to explore the cognitive and semantic reasoning of curriculum experts and faculty
members.

Data were collected qualitatively through in-depth interviews with 23 participants and analyzed
using grounded theory.

The findings revealed ten main categories, including facilitating learning, enhancing students’
interest in the teaching profession, developing knowledge and skills, talent identification,
learning environment, integrated teaching methods, proper assessment, knowledge
productivity, teaching skill development, and fostering creative and innovative teachers.
Selective coding led to a core category indicating that the curriculum model for teaching
practice, focusing on knowledge and skill development, interest enhancement, and talent
identification through integrated methods and proper assessment, contributes to knowledge
productivity and teaching skill development.

These results suggest that expert opinions provide the best strategy for designing an effective
teaching practice curriculum for associate degree programs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The position of teachers in every society is of
great importance, as all major professions in every
country benefit from teacher training. From this
perspective, the quality of education becomes
particularly significant as a driver of wvarious
developments. It can rightly be acknowledged that
the most important factor in the quality of any
education and training system is the teacher and their
professional skills and abilities. Accordingly, the
role of human resource development in the
education system is of particular importance.

In this regard, each society, according to its
cultural and social conditions, applies specific
policies to prepare teachers to enter the field of
teaching and practice, among which the teaching
practice curriculum is one of the most effective.
Despite scientific developments in various fields,
new characteristics have emerged in school
programs, and the search for reforming and
improving the curriculum has remained one of the
main concerns of education systems. Therefore, the
first step in transforming the educational system is
to have teachers with professional qualifications and
high competencies.

The development of educational programs
requires an understanding of curriculum design
principles, which, in addition to being related to
teacher qualifications, also enhance professional
competence. Since the university curriculum serves
as a center for producing knowledge and responding
to civil, national, and global needs, this research
addresses the current status of teacher training
courses I and Il in the associate degree in elementary
education. The central research question is: What are
the components, foundations, and justifications of
the teaching practice curriculum model? What
strategies are used to achieve such a model, and what
are its consequences?

To answer these questions and to understand the
cognitive and semantic reasoning of professors and
curriculum experts regarding the teaching practice
curriculum for associate degrees, in-depth
interviews were conducted. It was deemed necessary
for professors and curriculum specialists to share
their lived experiences in relation to the associate
degree teaching practice curriculum. Therefore, this

study carried out a field investigation to explore and
analyze the curriculum model using scientific
methods (structural interpretation).

Methods

The analysis in this research combined
exploratory and analytical approaches, with an
applied orientation in terms of purpose. The mixed-
methods design sought to integrate qualitative and
quantitative data to better understand the research
problem, within a pragmatic paradigm.

The qualitative phase employed grounded theory.
Data were collected through in-depth interviews
with 25 professors and curriculum experts, selected
using purposive and theoretical sampling. Sampling
continued until theoretical saturation was reached.
The collected data were coded and analyzed into 10
core categories and one central category, and the
qualitative findings were formulated into a paradigm
model.

In the quantitative phase, data were gathered
from a larger group of professors and curriculum
specialists using purposive, criteria-based sampling.
Criteria included educational qualifications, subject
knowledge, practical teaching experience, and
familiarity with teaching practice courses. A total of
100 teachers were selected, based on the sample size
formula for an unspecified population. Data analysis
was conducted using structural equation modeling
with AMOS Graphics software.

Reliability and validity were addressed in both
phases. In the qualitative phase, reliability (used here
as a substitute for validity) was ensured through
convergent interviews, peer review, and participant
confirmation of findings. In the quantitative phase,
content validity was confirmed through expert
judgment, and reliability was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient.

Results

Qualitative findings: The aim of this phase was
to provide a theoretical framework for understanding
the cognitive and semantic reasoning of professors
and curriculum experts regarding the associate
degree teaching practice curriculum model. The
research explored associations with the existing
model and identified its influencing components in a
paradigmatic manner.
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To extract the theoretical model, the researcher
conducted in-depth interviews with 25 participants,
including 12 professors and 13 curriculum
specialists. In addition to their teaching experience,
all participants were directly engaged in curriculum
planning and reported having firsthand experience
with the teaching practice curriculum.

Conclusion

This study highlighted the crucial role of teacher
training practice curricula in shaping professional
competencies ~ within  elementary  education
programs. By integrating qualitative and
quantitative analyses, the research identified key

components and foundations of an effective
curriculum model. The findings emphasize that
aligning teacher preparation with cultural and
educational needs can significantly enhance both
curriculum quality and teaching practice. Further
studies are recommended to validate and extend this
model in diverse educational contexts.

Keywords: Teaching Practice;  Curriculum
Development; Qualitative Model; Associate Degree
Programs; Educational Accreditation
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Table 2. Variables and graphic symbols in the model
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Table 3. Estimation of regression weights of structural relationships in the model with Amos software
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Table 4. Fitness indicators of the final model
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