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Abstract

Introduction The Objective Structured Clinical Exam (OSCE) is one of the most important methods for

Methods

Results

Conclusions

evaluating the skills of nursing students. This study was conducted to explore stakeholders'
perceptions of the OSCE.

This qualitative research was conducted using the conventional content analysis method in
2022. The participants included students, instructors, and organizers of the OSCE at
Khorramabad Nursing School. The sampling method was purposeful. Data from 18 interviews
and two focus group sessions were analyzed based on the method proposed by Lundman and
Graneheim.

By analyzing the data, 260 initial codes were extracted, which were categorized into three main
categories: Opportunities (subcategories: simulating the clinical environment, creating learning
opportunities, changes in teachers' teaching methods), Challenges (subcategories: anxiety
during the exam, fatigue of the stakeholders, cost of the exam), Requirements (subcategories:
placing simple stations at the beginning of the exam, using clinical instructors in the exam,
designing the OSCE based on the clinical course curriculum, ensuring the security of the exam,
adapting the exam space, holding the OSCE at the end of each clinical course, allocating more
time to each station, holding a related workshop before the exam, and increasing professors’
familiarity with conducting the OSCE)

Despite its many advantages, holding the OSCE brings various challenges. It is necessary for
the organizers to pay special attention to the identified requirements in order to strengthen the
OSCE and reduce its challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Clinical education is one of the important aspects
of nursing education. Clinical evaluation that is
objective, accurate, effective, and accompanied by
student satisfaction has a great impact on improving
the quality of clinical education (1). Traditional
clinical evaluation focuses on students' knowledge
and abilities, and features such as problem-solving
ability, critical thinking, and communication skills
are often neglected (2). However, new methods of
clinical evaluation, if implemented correctly, can be
valuable tools for connecting knowledge to
performance and promoting professional, skillful,
and structured behavior in the execution of
specialized nursing procedures (3). These methods
can address the shortcomings of traditional
evaluations and increase satisfaction among
stakeholders (4, 5).

One of the new methods for achieving a positive,
meaningful, and accurate evaluation of nursing
competence and clinical skills is the implementation
of the Objective Structured Clinical Examination
(OSCE) (6). This assessment method evaluates
practical skills that may not be adequately assessed
through traditional approaches and can improve the
validity and reliability of assessing various aspects
of clinical competence (7). However, some studies
have raised concerns about this method, including
student dissatisfaction due to stress (8, 9). Despite
these challenges, the OSCE can play a significant
role in enhancing nursing education. Given the
importance of examining the experiences of
stakeholders to improve the quality of this exam-and
considering the researchers' extensive experience in
nursing education and evaluation-the present study
was conducted to clarify stakeholders’ perceptions
of the OSCE in nursing education.

Methods

This qualitative research was conducted using the
conventional content analysis method in 2022. The
participants included students, instructors, and
OSCE organizers at Khorramabad Nursing School.
The sampling method was purposeful. Data from 18
interviews and 2 focus group sessions were analyzed
using the approach proposed by Lundman and
Graneheim. Immediately after each interview, the
text was handwritten and then typed verbatim. The
transcripts were read multiple times to extract
primary codes. Related codes were merged,
categorized based on similarities, and used to
identify underlying concepts.
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Results

Analysis of the data led to the extraction of 260
primary codes, which were grouped into three main
categories: Opportunities (subcategories: simulating
the clinical environment, creating learning
opportunities, changing teachers’ teaching methods)
Challenges (subcategories: anxiety during the exam,
fatigue of stakeholders, cost of the exam)
Requirements  (subcategories: placing simple
stations at the beginning of the exam, using clinical
instructors in the exam, designing the OSCE based
on the clinical course lesson plans, paying attention
to exam security, adapting the exam space,
conducting the OSCE at the end of each internship,
allocating more time per station, holding preparatory
workshops in the clinical skills center before the
exam, and ensuring that professors are familiar with
how to conduct the OSCE).

The findings revealed that the OSCE provides
opportunities for students to learn and actively
participate. This aligns with other studies that
highlight the importance of creating equal
opportunities for all students and encouraging active
involvement (10). The OSCE simulates real clinical
environments, allowing students to demonstrate
their knowledge and skills in practical settings that
resemble actual clinical scenarios.

However, several obstacles and challenges to
implementing the OSCE were identified. For
instance, organizing the OSCE requires significant
financial resources. Similarly, studies have cited
challenges such as poor organization, insufficient
number and duration of stations, and lack of
familiarity or preparation for the OSCE (11).
Participants also reported high levels of stress and
anxiety during the OSCE, particularly due to time
constraints. To improve the effectiveness of the
OSCE and fulfill its main goal of properly evaluating
students, organizers should consider several
priorities. For example, to reduce stress and anxiety,
simple stations can be placed at the beginning of the
exam, experienced evaluators can be used, and
students should be familiarized with the exam
environment.

Conclusion

The results indicated that, despite its many
benefits, the OSCE also presents various challenges.
Educators and exam organizers must give special
attention to the identified requirements to strengthen
the benefits of the OSCE while minimizing its
drawbacks.

Keywords: Objective Structured Clinical Exam
(OSCE), Nursing students, Qualitative study.
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