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Abstract

Objectives: The mission of the education department of medical universities is to train capable and
competent human resources to improve the quality of the community health system. Clinical education
is considered an important base of education in medical sciences and its promotion requires continuous
monitoring and evaluation of the current situation and efforts to eliminate the existing weaknesses and
shortcomings. This study aimed to determine the quality of clinical education from the perspective of
operating room technology students during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Materials and Methods: This descriptive cross-sectional study was performed on 79 undergraduate
students in the operating room in the academic year 1399-1400. The data collection tool was a 47-item
questionnaire evaluating the quality of clinical education, the validity and reliability of which have been
confirmed. This questionnaire consisted of two parts: demographic information and measuring the
quality of clinical education from students' perspectives. The collected data were analyzed by SPSS
software using descriptive statistics.

Results: From the students' perspective, clinical education is not in line with the goals of the internship,
the instructor does not use new methods of clinical teaching, lack of a suitable place to rest and give a
conference in the department and lack of knowledge of evaluation methods at the beginning of the
course are the weaknesses of clinical education in this period.

Conclusion: In general, it can be said that students evaluated the quality of clinical education in the
Covid-19 pandemic course as appropriate. Respectively, the highest average score was obtained in the
field of educational goals and programs, instructors, monitoring and evaluation and educational
facilities. It is recommended to try to improve the necessary facilities and equipment and review the
evaluation tools and processes to achieve the desired conditions.
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Evaluating the quality of clinical education from the outlook of operating
room technology students of Behbahan University of Medical Sciences
during the Covid-19 pandemic

Introduction: The training of students is clinical experience, in which they must acquire these
skills quickly by being placed in a clinical environment and with instructors, and prepare to
perform these skills in the way of helping patients and solving their problems (Khorsandi, Et
al 1381& Ebadi, Et al 2019). Evaluation, as one of the quality improvement tools, makes it
possible to examine the quality of clinical education and take effective steps to improve the
educational system by strengthening the strengths and eliminating deficiencies and
inadequacies (Kabir, Et al 2013& Tremblay, Et al 2014).

The opinions and ideas of students as the main elements of education can open the way to
improve the quality of educational programs (Haidari, Et al 1400). This study aims to
investigate the state of clinical education from the point of view of operating room students in
the conditions of the Corona epidemic. This research aims to provide new insight and
awareness to specialists and educational planners and to provide real feedback from the clinical
learning environment of operating room technology students of the Faculty of Medical
Sciences of Behbahan.

Methodology: The population of this descriptive-cross-sectional study was all undergraduate
students in the field of operating room technology of Behbahan Faculty of Medical Sciences
in the academic year 2019-2019, who were selected by census sampling method. The data
collection tool was a standardized questionnaire consisting of two parts, in the first part
questions related to demographic information including age, gender, year of entering the
university and marital status. The second part of the questions related to measuring the quality
of clinical education was taken from the study of Mansour Zhanni and colleagues (Mansour
Zhanni, Et al 2016). In the implementation phase of the project, to comply with health protocols
and prevent the gathering of students, the objectives of the research were explained to the
students during a training session that was held as a webinar, then the informed consent form
for participating in the project was provided to them. The collected data was analyzed using
SPSS version 25 and using descriptive and analytical statistics.

Findings: In the field of goals and educational programs, the highest average score was related
to "specificity of the description of the duties of the students in the department" and the lowest
score was related to "the appropriateness of clinical education with internship goals" and "the
appropriateness of theoretical learning with clinical activities". Other components are in
average condition. In the area of the instructor, the highest average score was related to "the
clinical instructor's interest in clinical work" and the lowest score was related to "the clinical
instructor's use of new clinical teaching methods". In the field of students and facilities, the
highest average score was related to "providing sufficient information to students by doctors"
and "availability of educational aids in the clinical environment" and the lowest score was
related to "the presence of a dedicated place for students to rest and give a conference". In the
area of monitoring and evaluation, the highest average score was related to "the presence of
sufficient supervision of the clinical training process" and the lowest score was related to
"students' knowledge of the clinical evaluation method at the beginning of the internship".
Discussion: The education department of universities of medical sciences has to continuously
monitor and evaluate the quality of their education and modify the education process if
necessary. Students, as people under training and the target group of theoretical and practical
training programs, are the best people to monitor and evaluate the educational institution.
Students' awareness of the objectives and programs of the internship courses through the
holding of informative webinars, distribution of booklets upon entering the internship courses,
detailed and written description of the student's duties, explanation of the expectations of the
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educational setting from the students, mentioning the rules and regulations of clinical education
and specifying the scope. Students' responsibility improves the quality of clinical education.
Conclusion: The results of the present research showed that the most problems exist in the two
areas of environmental facilities and equipment and methods of evaluation and monitoring,
therefore, it is useful to provide suitable and necessary educational equipment and places for
students, to develop existing evaluation methods and to use new evaluation methods that are
suitable for the clinical field. Also, the students have considered the goals and programs of
clinical education and the instructor as one of the strengths of the clinical education of this
faculty.

Keywords: evaluation, clinical education, operating room students, COVID-19
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Table 1. Frequently distribution of the student’s opinion regarding the components of the goals and educational
program
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Table 2. Frequently distribution of the student’s opinion regarding the components of the instructor's field
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Table3. Frequently distribution of the student’s opinions regarding the components of the student area and facilities
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Table4. Frequently distribution of the student’s opinion regarding the components of the field of monitoring and
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