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Abstract

Introduction: Clinical education plays an important role in achieving clinical competence of
nursing students. One of the parameters of the clinical environment that seems to help in
achieving the goals of internships is moral intelligence. The current research aims to determine
the relationship between moral intelligence and clinical competence in nursing students in
Khuzestan province 2019.

methods: This practical study was conducted in 2019 with the participation of nursing
students in Khuzestan province. The method of data collection and analysis is descriptive and
correlational. The sample size was estimated to be 321 people based on Morgan's table, which
by removing distorted information. The number of 299 people was calculated. The sampling
method is random-stratified and the data collection tool is the moral intelligence standard
guestionnaire and the nursing clinical competence questionnaire in the clinical period. Data
were analyzed using Pearson's correlation coefficient.

Results: The findings showed that students have an average status in terms of honesty,
responsibility, forgiveness and compassion. Also, there is a positive and significant
relationship between moral intelligence and clinical competence (P<0.001, r=0.602). All
dimensions of moral intelligence had a positive and significant relationship with clinical
competence (P<0.001).

Conclusion: Due to the fact that moral intelligence is acquired and related to clinical
competence, trainings that lead to the growth of students' moral intelligence can increase
clinical competence and ultimately raise the academic level of the university.
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The relationship between moral intelligence and clinical competence in nursing students
in Khuzestan province, 2019

Introduction: Clinical education plays an important role in nursing students' achievement of
clinical competence because, in clinical education, students are given a real opportunity to
prepare themselves for the clinical environment. Clinical competence is a combination of ethics
and values, which is reflected in the knowledge, honesty, care, communication skills, and
adaptability of the person. Clinical competence is one of the main indicators of determining
performance in nursing and nursing students must acquire the necessary knowledge and skills
to enter the clinical environment during their studies to have sufficient clinical competence.
Therefore, nursing schools must train nurses who can provide clinical services based on the
latest scientific advances and who can meet the needs of patients with sufficient knowledge
and clinical skills. Therefore, one of the important parameters for entering the clinical
environment is obtaining clinical qualifications. Some researchers believe that among the types
of intelligence, moral intelligence is only related to learning rules and ethics. Therefore, moral
intelligence seems to be helpful for students to achieve the goals of internships, the most
important of which is to acquire clinical qualifications. The researchers believe that to maintain
the standards of nursing care, it is necessary to know the factors related to the improvement of
clinical competence. Considering that the university plays the most important role in the life of
every student, and it is very influential on the future life of the student, especially the
acquisition of clinical competence and responsibility, which are the main values of the
profession. On the other hand, moral intelligence also measures dimensions such as
responsibility, commitment, acceptance of one's own and others' mistakes, trust, and empathy,
which are important in acquiring clinical competence for nursing students who are potential
nursing human resources. The present research aims to determine the moral intelligence status
of trainee nurses of Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, and determine the
relationship between moral intelligence and their clinical competence.

Method: This study is a descriptive-correlational study with an applied purpose that was
conducted cross-sectional in two academic semesters in 2019 with the participation of nursing
students in the internship stage in Khuzestan province. The method of data collection and
analysis is descriptive and correlational. The sample size was estimated to be 321 people based
on Morgan's table, which by removing distorted information; 299 completed questionnaires
entered the statistical analysis stage. The sampling method is stratified random. In this study,
students who met the criteria for entering the study were enrolled from the nursing faculty of
Jundishapur University in Ahvaz, Defuel, Shushtar, and other satellite faculties. Data collection
tools included two standard moral intelligence questionnaires (Link and Keil, 2005) clinical
competency questionnaires (Jozi et al., 2014), and demographic profile questionnaires. The
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics (frequency, mean...) inferential statistics, and
Pearson's correlation coefficient.

Discussion: Findings: The results of examining the personal and academic characteristics of
the students showed that 198 (0.67) of the participants in the study were female and 98 (0.33)
with an average age of 25-22 years. The findings indicate that the moral intelligence score of
63 of the participants in the research (21.07) is at a poor level, 124 people (41.47) at an average
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level, and 52 people (17.39) at a good level, 31 10.36 people were at very good level, and 29
people (6.69) were at excellent level. Also, the professional qualification score of 68 people
(74.22) of the participants in the study was at an excellent level, 156 people (17.52) at an
average level, and 75 people (25.08) at a poor level. The average score of the moral intelligence
of the participants was 25.25+46.83 and the average score of their clinical competency was
36.26+72.193. Also, the findings showed that there is a significant relationship between the
dimension of compassion and responsibility from the dimensions of moral intelligence and the
clinical competence of students (P<0.001). In explaining the results of this study, we found that
there is a direct and significant relationship between moral intelligence and clinical competence
of nursing students in the field of internship (P<0.001, r=0.602). Also, the findings of the recent
study indicate that there is a significant relationship between the dimensions of moral
intelligence and clinical competence (P<0.001). These results mean that by improving the
moral intelligence of the student in the clinical course, he can have acceptable competence and
competence to enter to get the field after graduation.

Conclusion: According to the findings of the research on the existence of a relationship
between moral intelligence and the clinical competence of nursing students, it seems that
paying attention to this aspect of intelligence is necessary to improve the clinical competence
of nursing students and as a result to improve the quality of patient care, so training that leads
to The growth of students' moral intelligence can lead to an increase in clinical competence and
eventually increase the academic level of the university. In other words, moral intelligence
improves the clinical competence of students, especially in the areas of patient assistance
education, and guidance. Therefore, it is recommended to pay more attention to it in planning
nursing clinical education.

Keywords: moral intelligence, clinical competency, nursing, student.
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Table 2. Scores Of Dimensions Of Moral Intelligence, Clinical Competence Of Nursing Trainees In
Khuzestan Province
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Table 3. Correlation between dimensions of moral intelligence and dimensions of clinical competence of nursing
students in field internship
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