Jundishapur Education Development Journal
Quarterly Journal of Medical Sciences Education and Development Center
Year 14, No. 4, 2023 winter Season

Investigating the effect of religious attitude on students' critical thinking
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Abstract
Purpose: The purpose of the research was to investigate the effect of religious
attitude on the critical thinking of students in the field of educational management
of Azad University, Bushehr branch.

Method: The research method was applied in terms of purpose and survey in
terms of execution method. The statistical population included 216 students of
Bushehr Azad University's educational management field in 1402. In the present
study, the statistical sample size was determined by using Cochran's formula of
120 people who were selected in the accessible way. The research questionnaires
include the religious attitude measurement questionnaire (religiosity scale) by
Khodayari Fard et al. (2012) with four components of religious belief, religious
emotions, religious behavior and social pretense in the form of 40 questions, as
well as the critical thinking questionnaire of California Fashion (1989) in the form
of 24 was a question and data analysis was done in SPSS software version 26.

Findings: The findings showed that the components of religious attitude
including religious belief, religious emotions, religious behavior and social
pretense are 17.9%, 28%, 15.9% and 21% effective on students’ critical thinking,
respectively.

Conclusion: The results showed that religious attitude has a 30% effect on the
critical thinking of students in the field of educational management of Bushehr
Azad University, and in other words, one unit increase in the variable of religious
attitude leads to an increase of 0.763 units in the variable of critical thinking in
students of the field of educational management. It can be a conclusion; it should
be mentioned that critical thinking is one of the most important elements of
liberating education.
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Investigating the effect of religious attitude on students’ critical thinking

Purpose: The religion of Islam, which is the way of human growth and happiness, is a mixture
of rational teachings and mystical teachings. Man is a mixture of intellect and emotion. So,
first of all, these two are in harmony with each other, and secondly, by walking the two paths
of reason and the path of love and mysticism, man reaches perfection and happiness. Thinking
is the main tool for navigating the path of reason and strengthening rationality in humans. That
i, in the first phase of perfection, which is the strengthening of rationality and rational conduct,
the man proceeds with the tools of thinking and reaches rational perfection, and then in the
second phase or alongside rational conduct, he engages in mystical and spiritual conduct and
reaches final perfection and happiness. achieves Thinking has a special place in the noble
religion of Islam. In its teachings, the Holy Qur'an has made three ways available to its
followers to reach Islamic goals and teachings: A: Religious manifestations. B: Intellectual
reasoning (philosophical thinking) and C: Spiritual understanding. In the religion of Islam, in
addition to physical worship (such as prayer and fasting) and financial worship (such as khums
and zakat), there is another type of worship, which is: "intellectual worship™ which is used in
the path of awakening and awareness of man. It is better than years of physical worship. The
importance of thinking and reason in human life is so much that it is mentioned as the main
distinguishing feature of humans and other living beings. What makes human beings different
from other creatures is the great ability of their thinking and rationality. The fact that: "To what
extent does each person use his intellect in the path of excellence and the path of action?" is
one of the basic factors through which humans are tested in different human societies and
evaluated by others. If we want to take a general look at the relationship between reason and
religion, we should point out that religion, while confirming reason as one of the basic ways of
knowing, always uses it to correctly understand religious and jurisprudential issues and rules.
On this basis, theologians and usulists call the combination of reason and Sharia the rule of law
and say: "All of us rule by reason, rule by Sharia; That is, whatever reason dictates, Sharia also
dictates according to it. Thought is one of the most sacred capitals of man and one of the
distinctive features that makes him distinguished from other animals. Man is a wise and
thoughtful being who has the power to think about different issues. Intellect is a tool by which
one can draw a bright future for oneself and create a good and right destiny for oneself. The
perfection and growth of a person depend on the level of his thinking. Reasoning and thinking
are the result of the natural and inherent talent of humans, so humans must be free in the way
of using these innate tools; Because no power can stop the intrinsic and inner thing. Although
its growth can be stopped and even diverted; it is impossible to deprive a person of this blessing
in general and prevent his freedom of thought. In any case, a person can think about any
problem that he has the talent for and know that problem through scientific and rational
reasoning. Therefore, the research aimed to investigate the effect of religious attitude on the
critical thinking of students in the field of educational management at Azad University,
Bushehr branch.

Method: In this research, considering that our goal is to measure the effect of religious attitude

on the critical thinking of students in the field of educational management at Bushehrami Azad
University, it is applied research. Also, based on the method of data collection, this research is
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a descriptive survey. Since this research seeks to achieve characteristics in which the researcher
does not interfere and change, and the main goal is to describe the current situation among
students, as a result, the current research is descriptive-exploratory. The statistical population
includes students in the field of educational management of Bushehr Azad University in 1402.
Considering that the statistical population includes students of educational management of
Islamic Azad University, Bushehr branch in the academic year 1402-1401 is about 216 people.
In the present study, the statistical sample size was determined by using Cochran's formula, the
number of 120 people who were selected in an accessible way. The research questionnaires
include the religious attitude measurement questionnaire (religiosity scale) by Khodayari Fard
et al. (2012) with four components of religious belief, religious emotions, religious behavior,
and social pretense in the form of 40 questions, as well as the critical thinking questionnaire of
California Fashion (1989) in the form of 24 was a question and data analysis was done in SPSS
software version 26.

Findings: The findings showed that the components of religious attitude including religious
belief, religious emotions, religious behavior, and social pretense are 17.9%, 28%, 15.9%, and
21% effective on students’ critical thinking, respectively.

Conclusion: The results showed that religious attitude has a 30% effect on the critical thinking
of students in the field of educational management at Bushehr Azad University. to be as
conclusion, it should be mentioned that critical thinking is one of the most important elements
of liberating education.

Keywords: religion, religious attitude, religious belief, religious behavior, religious
emotions.
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Table 1. Pearson's r test to determine the correlation between religious belief and critical thinking
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Table 2. Pearson's r test to determine the correlation between religious emotions and critical thinking
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Table 3. Pearson’s r test to determine the correlation between religious behavior and critical thinking
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Table 4. Pearson’s r test to determine the correlation of social pretense with critical thinking
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