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Abstract

Introduction: With the beginning of the Covid-19 period in the world, many higher
educational institutions and universities faced serious challenges in their current processes.
One of the most important challenges that emerged in universities was the rapid transition to
teaching-learning processes, which caused the emergence of many cheating or cheating
behaviors in the virtual and online platform. Many environmental, organizational, individual,
and personality factors can be effective in the formation and occurrence of these deviant
behaviors, but psychological and personality factors, including narcissism and its
dimensions, play an important role in the occurrence of such behaviors.

Method: The present study examined the prediction of online academic cheating of post
graduate students and the role of narcissism characteristics and its dimensions in Urmia
University. This study assessed online academic cheating among 565 graduate students. The
research population included all the students of Urmia University, and hence according to
the target population, multi-stage cluster sampling method was used. A researcher-made
guestionnaire was used to collect data in this research.

Findings and Discussion: The findings of the research showed that narcissism was a
predictor of online academic cheating in post-graduate students and among the narcissism
dimensions of self-sufficiency, it predicted cheating more. Therefore, the ambitions of
narcissists for academic advancement led to online academic cheating in the university, and
in the corona situation, this issue showed itself more than ever.
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Predicting Online-Academic Cheating by Post Graduate Students and the
Narcissism’ Role and Effect on it

Introduction: With the beginning of the Covid-19 period in the world, many higher education institutions
and universities faced serious challenges in their current processes. One of the most important challenges
that emerged in universities was the rapid transition to teaching-learning processes, which caused the
emergence of many cheating and cheating behaviors in the virtual and online platform. In addition, many
factors (including environmental, organizational, individual and personality) can be effective in the
formation and occurrence of these deviant behaviors, but psychological and personality factors (including
narcissism and its dimensions) played an important role in the occurrence of such behaviors. Cheating
behavior of students in school and university exams in the higher education and education system has been
one of the common problems of the country; in the other word, the situation of academic and scientific
cheating with different examples in the country is very shocking. Academic fraud in educational
environments is a global problem, which is a threat to the quality of education. It can predict the existence
of professionals with low competence and disregard for moral values. In this regard, previous researches
associated narcissism with intrapersonal characteristics. For example, narcissistic people tend to see little
difference between their ideal and reality. They showed high self-confidence in answering general
guestions (but not the correct answer). In risky tasks, they overestimate their ability and in case of failure,
they lower the value of the work. Also, narcissists violate social norms more than non-narcissists,
therefore, they can maintain their self-esteem and self-respect.

Materials and methods: This descriptive research method was cross-sectional correlation type that was
conducted during the academic year 2019-2020. The research community of Urmia University students
was considered and participated by cluster multistage sampling method. Then a sample size of 565 people
was selected using Cochran's formula. The data collection tool used in this research was a researcher-made
guestionnaire that was prepared based on common questionnaires. This questionnaire had two sections
including the variable of academic cheating in the form of 17 questions based on the 5-option Likert scale
from not at all (score 1) to very much (score 5); and also the variable of narcissism was measured in the
form of 40 questions based on the Likert scale. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the
opinions of three professors in departments of educational sciences and psychology, whose final kappa
coefficient was 0.87 which indicated the agreement of the professors about the validity of the
guestionnaire. Moreover, to calculate the reliability of the method, Cronbach's alpha was used. In order
to analyze the data, descriptive statistics indicators (minimum, maximum, mean, standard deviation,
skewness and kurtosis) and at the level of inferential statistics, regression and analysis of findings were
done using SPSS 26 software.

Results and discussion: The results of the research analysis showed a relationship between factors as
below; online academic cheating and narcissism (r=19), authority (r=14), self-sufficiency (r=29), sense of
superiority (r=11), showing off (r=15), exploitation (r=15).), and rightness (r=16). In addition, there was
a correlation at the level of 0.01, and the relationship between online academic cheating and pride (r=09)
was significant at the level of 0.05. Also, the results estimated the narcissism variable with the obtained t
value (-8.76) and the significance level (0.000) which was less than (p<0.01) that explained the online
academic cheating scores of students. In the other hand, the standardized beta coefficients showed the
evaluation of the contribution of each variable in the model in terms of standard deviation; considering
that beta is the change in the standard deviation of the criterion variable for the change in a standard
deviation of the predictor variable. Therefore, if online cheating increased by one standard deviation, it
can be predicted that online cheating scores will decrease by -2.487. Also, the results showed that the
components of authority (t=7.33), self-sufficiency (t=10.47), sense of superiority (t=6.97), showing off
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(t=8.08), exploitation (t=7.25), pride (t=6.53) and rightness (t=7.96) that also had the ability to explain
online academic cheating at the level of (0.01) with a significance level (0.000). Therefore, with the
increase of each unit of the standard deviation of these components, the amount of online academic
cheating also increased.

Conclusion: With the entry into the Corona era, many grounds for the formation and emergence of
fraudulent behavior were created. Academic cheating, whether online or in face-to-face courses as a
behavior that always happens in educational environments, requires serious and important studies to
identify the forms and examples of this anti-value phenomenon and the factors of compromise. The results
of this study showed that the presence of psychological and personality variables always play an important
role in the formation and emergence of these behaviors. One of the important personality traits i.e. the role
of narcissism and its dimensions as a personality trait in the occurrence of cheating behavior was
investigated. Therefore, the results indicated that narcissism and its dimensions including authority, self-
sufficiency, and sense of superiority, showing off, exploitation, pride and entitlement had the ability to
predict cheating behavior. The last but not least, the most important limitation of this research was based
on self-reporting tools (questionnaire), hence it is suggested to use the method of observing real behavior
and interviewing people to investigate the issue more deeply. In general, narcissistic people tend to
academic dishonesty and academic fraud. The current findings require a more accurate understanding of
the dishonesty of narcissism and showed that there may be different reasons in this regard. According to
the findings, it is suggested to investigate in future research under what conditions narcissistic people are
more or less and may behave in a dishonest or unethical manner. Although solutions such as the use of
new technologies in evaluation are recommended to prevent the occurrence of fraudulent behavior by
students, the present research investigated the deeper aspects of the emergence of this phenomenon and it
appeared that the Corona period and the period Post-Corona, in the presence of these psychological
characteristics and the lack of pathology and dealing with it, will continue to witness an increase in
fraudulent behavior in the student and university community.

Keywords: Covid-19, online academic cheating, scientific fraud, narcissism
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