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Abstract: The aim of this study was to investigate the effect of leading professors and

internationalization on the development of virtual education in order to present a model in Babol
University of Medical Sciences. The present study was applied in terms of purpose and
quantitatively correlated in terms of implementation method. The research population was 348
faculty members of Babol University of Medical Sciences in the academic year 2016-2017. The
sample size was estimated based on Cochran's formula of 183 people who were selected by
stratified sampling method with scientific rank. For data collection, a researcher-made
questionnaire of leading professors (80 items), a researcher-made questionnaire of
internationalization (65 items) and a virtual education development questionnaire of Karimian
and Farrokhi (29 items) were used. The face validity of all three instruments, according to
experts, the content validity ratio (CVR) index of all items was higher than 0.60 and the mean
extracted variance (AVE) of all components was higher than 0.70, and the reliability of
Cronbach's alpha and combined methods for each The three instruments and their components
were calculated above 0.90. Data were analyzed by structural equation modeling in SPSS-23
and PLS-2 software. The results of structural equation modeling showed that the model of the
impact of leading professors and internationalization on the development of e-learning had a
good fit. Also, leading professors (0.36) and internationalization (0.56) had a direct and
significant effect on the development of virtual education (P <0.001). According to the results
of this study, planning for the development of virtual education based on leading professors and
internationalization is essential. Also, the presence of leading, capable professors with
appropriate scientific and moral competencies is one of the effective fundamental factors in the
quality of higher education systems. Therefore, being a leading and professional professor can
play an important and effective role in the movement and development of the university.
Keywords: Leading Professors, Internationalization, Virtual Education, University of Medical
Sciences.
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Table 1. Average and standard deviation of the variables of leading professors, internationalization and
development of virtual education and their dimensions and components
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Figure 1. Model of the impact of leading professors and internationalization on the development of virtual
education in the form of standard coefficients
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Figure 2. Model of the impact of leading professors and internationalization on the development of
virtual education in t-test mode
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