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Abstract: The aim of this study was to identify the research challenges of postgraduate

students before and after the outbreak of Covid-19. This research was applied in purpose,
using a mixed method qualitative research approach aimed at understanding the research
challenges of postgraduate students. Based on a meta-synthesis, findings of global studies,
and phenomenology, the lived experiences of postgraduate students of an Iranian
university were explored. The meta-synthesis design was performed using Sandlowski and
Barroso’s six-step method. The sources of data collection were five databases from which
international studies were extracted as well as two databases of Persian language studies.
After data collection, data were analyzed using thematic analysis method. The
phenomenological design was performed using Colaizzi's seven-step method. The data
collection tool used in this phase of the study were semi-structured interviews conducted
on 23 postgraduate students of Shiraz University in the academic year 2020-2021.
Participants were selected using criterion purposive sampling, snowball technique, and
theoretical saturation. Data analysis of this phase was performed using thematic analysis
method. Based on the results of two phases, the research challenges of postgraduate
students included 10 themes related to before the outbreak, and after the outbreak, two
main themes of threats and opportunities were extracted, each containing 7 sub-themes.
The findings of this study can be utilized in policy-making aimed to promote the
development of research settings in universities and higher education institutions.
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Figure 1: Research challenges for graduate students before and after the outbreak of Covid-19
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